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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE three MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

" ^iTt^^^ ^ ^ Pr0 . Vi ! iOnS ° f 37 CFR 1 " 136 (aK ln 00 eVent < however ' ma Y a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

" ' f to 9 J^w^^r n[0d ab0VG ^ l8SS thirtV <30) daVS ' 3 reP ' V Within tHe St3tUt0ry minimUm ° f thirty (30) days wi " 
" ' f N com P mtnlation P,V " m3XimUm StatUt ° rV P " M W ™ 3PP ' y a " d Wi " 6Xpire SIX (6) M0NTHS from the mailin 9 date of this 

" WrLiv rePlV W !! k" T n« ° r ? Xt6n( !f d P ! HOd f ° r reP ' y Wi "' bY St8tUte ' C3USe the a PP ,icati °" to become ABANDONED (35 U.S C § 1 33} 
' An ^ed V P =?: ^J^S S^l^ ^ ^ ^ °' C ° mmUniCati ° n ' ™ " *"* ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) $ This action is non-final. 

3}D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 5(1 Claim(s) 1-8 . , . u 

■ : is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim{s) _ is/are wjthdrawn frQm consideratjon 

5) D Claim(s) 



. - . is/are allowed. 

6,K Claim ( s)2^__ js/afe rejected 

7)D Claim(s) 



; . is/are objected to. 

8) □ Claims _ ^ ^ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is /are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on _is:a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19{a)-(d). 
•a)U All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

a ppl, ca tion from the International Bureau {PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

15) H Notice of References Cited (PT0-89 2) midi* £* 

w w iriu-oa^j 18 j |_j | nterview Summary (PT0-413) Paper No(s). 

16) □ Notice of Draftsperson-s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 19) \J Notice of Informa , Patent (pT0 . 152) 

17) ^ Information Disclosure Statemerrt(s) (PT0-1449) Paper No(s). 3 2 0) □ Other: 
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0 

Page 2 

The information disclosure statement filed November 14, 2001 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each U.S. and foreign patent; each publication or 
that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other information or that portion which caused it 
to be listed. The references that are crossed out were not received. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Gudas et al. 
Gudas et al teach the use of sodium gluconate as a bitterness inhibitor (see entire 
document). 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cumberland 
Packing Corp. 

Cumberland Packing Corp teach the use of sodium gluconate as a bitterness inhibitor in 
food products (see entire document). 

All of the claim limitations have been considered. None of them are seen as serving as 
basis for patentability. 

No claim is allowed. 
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Any inquiiy concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Leslie Wong whose telephone number is (703) 308-1979. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday. 

The fax number for this Group is (703) 305-7718. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 




Leslie Wong 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1761 
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